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Greetings Delegates! 

With great pride, we welcome you all to the fifth edition of the UFYLC 
2020. We are glad to be a part of this conference which will be a 
milestone in the history of Jaipur MUN Circuit. 
Model UN conferences make you realise that this world is yours, and 
you are the change! Your voice is going to be the elementary step in 
bringing striving changes in the world! 
We will be discussing on the question of a creation of a Kurdish State 
and Improving the standards of people living in war zones. 
However, the study guide is in no way exhaustive and is only to provide 
you with enough background information to establish a platform for you 
to begin your research. We will highly recommend that you do a good 
amount of research beyond what is covered in the study guide. The 
delegates are expected to maintain high level of diplomatic courtesy, 
accurate awareness about one's foreign policy leading to productive 
discourse, in most solemn demeanour. We aim to put you in 
comprehensive environment, allowing you to excel in your critical 
thinking, negotiations, lobbying capabilities and tactical vision.  
Please free to mail in case of any query. 
  
Regards,  
Shubham Gupta (Chairperson) 
Riya Choithani (Vice Chairperson) 

P.S. 
MUNS are not about art of googling, but art of using the resources. 
In light of that, 
Delegates must feel free to research on their own and can totally skip this 
document. 
For a head start, jump to FURTHER READING SECTION at the last.  
There is a link to a Google drive which contains appropriate research papers to 
enrich knowledge of delegates.
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Who are the Kurds? 

Between 25 and 35 million Kurds inhabit a mountainous region straddling 
the borders of Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Iran and Armenia. They make up the 
fourth-largest ethnic group in the Middle East, but they have never 
obtained a permanent nation state. 

Where do they come from? 

The Kurds are one of the indigenous peoples of the Mesopotamian plains and 
the highlands in what are now south-eastern Turkey, north-eastern Syria, 
northern Iraq, north-western Iran and south-western Armenia. 

 

Today, they form a distinctive community, united through race, culture and language, even though they have no 
standard dialect. They also adhere to a number of different religions and creeds, although the majority are 
Sunni Muslims. 
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Kurdistan: A State of Uncertainty 
Why don't they have a state? 

 

In the early 20th Century, many Kurds began to consider the creation of a 
homeland - generally referred to as "Kurdistan". After World War One and the 
defeat of the Ottoman Empire, the victorious Western allies made provision for a 
Kurdish state in the 1920 Treaty of Sevres. 

Such hopes were dashed three years later, however, when the Treaty of Lausanne, 
which set the boundaries of modern Turkey, made no provision for a Kurdish state 
and left Kurds with minority status in their respective countries. Over the next 80 
years, any move by Kurds to set up an independent state was brutally quashed. 
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Why were Kurds at the forefront of the fight against IS? 
In mid-2013, the jihadist group Islamic State (IS) turned its sights on three 
Kurdish enclaves that bordered territory under its control in northern Syria. It 
launched repeated attacks that until mid-2014 were repelled by the People's 
Protection Units (YPG) - the armed wing of the Syrian Kurdish Democratic 
Union Party (PYD). 

An IS advance in northern Iraq in June 2014 also drew that country's 
Kurds into the conflict. The government of Iraq's autonomous Kurdistan 
Region sent its Peshmerga forces to areas abandoned by the Iraqi army. 

In August 2014, the jihadists launched a surprise offensive and the 
Peshmerga withdrew from several areas. A number of towns inhabited 
by religious minorities fell, notably Sinjar, where IS militants killed or 
captured thousands of Yazidis. 

In response, a US-led multinational coalition launched air strikes in 
northern Iraq and sent military advisers to help the Peshmerga. The YPG 
and the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), which has fought for Kurdish 
autonomy in Turkey for three decades and has bases in Iraq, also came 
to their aid. 

In September 2014, IS launched an assault on the enclave around the 
northern Syrian Kurdish town of Kobane, forcing tens of thousands of 
people to flee across the nearby Turkish border. Despite the proximity of 
the fighting, Turkey refused to attack IS positions or allow Turkish 
Kurds to cross to defend it. 

In January 2015, after a battle that left at least 1,600 people dead, 
Kurdish forces regained control of Kobane. 

The Kurds - fighting alongside several local Arab militias under the 
banner of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) alliance, and helped by 
US-led coalition air strikes, weapons and advisers - then steadily drove 
IS out of tens of thousands of square kilometres of territory in north-

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-28699832
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eastern Syria and established control over a large stretch of the border 
with Turkey. 

In October 2017, SDF fighters captured the de facto IS capital of Raqqa and then 
advanced south-eastwards into the neighbouring province of Deir al-Zour - the 
jihadists' last major foothold in Syria. 

The last pocket of territory held by IS in Syria - around the village of Baghouz - 
fell to the SDF in March 2019. The SDF hailed the "total elimination" of the IS 
"caliphate", but it warned that jihadist sleeper cells remained "a great threat". 

The SDF was also left to deal with the thousands of suspected IS militants captured 
during the last two years of the battle, as well as tens of thousands of displaced 
women and children associated with IS fighters. The US called for the repatriation 
of foreign nationals among them, but most of their home countries refused 

In October 2019, US. troops pulled back from the border with Turkey after the 
country's president said it was about to launch an operation to set up a 32km (20-
mile) deep "safe zone" clear of YPG fighters and resettle up to 2 million Syrian 
refugees there. The SDF said it had been "stabbed in the back" by the US and 
warned that the offensive might reverse the defeat of IS, the fight against which it 
said it could no longer prioritise. 

Turkish troops and allied Syrian rebels made steady gains in the first few days of 
the operation. In response, the SDF turned to the Syrian government for help and 
reached a deal for the Syrian army to deploy along the border. 

The Syrian government has vowed to take back control of all of Syria. 

Why does Turkey see Kurds as a threat? 

There is deep-seated hostility between the Turkish state and the country's Kurds, 
who constitute 15% to 20% of the population. 

Kurds received harsh treatment at the hands of the Turkish authorities for 
generations. In response to uprisings in the 1920s and 1930s, many Kurds were 
resettled, Kurdish names and costumes were banned, the use of the Kurdish 
language was restricted, and even the existence of a Kurdish ethnic identity was 
denied, with people designated "Mountain Turks". 
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In 1978, Abdullah Ocalan established the PKK, which called for an independent 
state within Turkey. Six years later, the group began an armed struggle. Since then, 
more than 40,000 people have been killed and hundreds of thousands displaced. 

In the 1990s the PKK rolled back on its demand for independence, calling instead 
for greater cultural and political autonomy, but continued to fight. In 2013, a 
ceasefire was agreed after secret talks were held. 

The ceasefire collapsed in July 2015, after a suicide bombing blamed on IS killed 
33 young activists in the mainly Kurdish town of Suruc, near the Syrian border. 
The PKK accused the authorities of complicity and attacked Turkish soldiers and 
police. The Turkish government subsequently launched what it called a 
"synchronised war on terror" against the PKK and IS. 

Since then, several thousand people - including hundreds of civilians - have been 
killed in clashes in south-eastern Turkey. 

Turkey has maintained a military presence in northern Syria since August 2016, 
when it sent troops and tanks over the border to support a Syrian rebel offensive 
against IS. Those forces captured the key border town of Jarablus, preventing the 
YPG-led SDF from seizing the territory itself and linking up with the Kurdish 
enclave of Afrin to the west. 

In 2018, Turkish troops and allied Syrian rebels launched an operation to expel 
YPG fighters from Afrin. Dozens of civilians were killed and tens of thousands 
displaced. 

Turkey's government says the YPG and the PYD are extensions of the PKK, share 
its goal of secession through armed struggle, and are terrorist organisations that 
must be eliminated. 
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The Case for a Kurdish State in the Middle East 
Many of the Kurds affected by these ruling powers did not want to separate, but 
simply to be able to live a peaceful and stable life; the push for a state was the 
creation of the states themselves, through their oppression of the Kurds. 

Kurdistan offers an opportunity for all its citizens to look towards an inclusive, 
pluralistic society where religious freedom is not only tolerated, but encouraged. 

Kurds respect both the Sunnis and the Shiites within their territories and have 
strong ties with the only Jewish state in the Middle East. A Kurdish state has the 
potential to bring amity to an otherwise unstable region. 

Many international bodies including the United Nations, the European Union, and 
the Arab League continue to push for a Palestinian state, while ignoring calls for a 
Kurdish one. For far too long, the Arab, Turkish and Iranian peoples and 
leaderships have used the Israeli-Palestinian issue as justification for their own 
problems. 

Without acknowledging the "Kurdish question," which spans four major states -- 
Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey -- the Middle East will have trouble achieving 
stability. 

The goal of solving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has long been used by Arabs, 
Turks and Iranians in the Middle East as a cover to deflect criticism away from 
their own indifferent leadership. The 22 existing Arab States, along with Turkey 
and Iran, can easily establish a homeland for the Palestinians, but they are not 
interested in doing so. The goal of these states is not to create another Arab state, 
but to eradicate an only Jewish state. 

Giving the Palestinians a state will not solve the Syrian civil war, the Sunni-Shiite 
divisions in Iraq will remain, the destructive Islamist path of Turkey's President 
Erdogan will continue, the world will see continued Iranian aggression against 
Israel, Sunnis, and Kurds, and the hold hat both Iran and Saudi Arabia have on 
Islam will only strengthen. 

The Kurds are large in number (an estimated 40-50 million) and have a unique 
language, culture, and identity that differs markedly from their neighbors. The 
main problems in the region center around Islam versus Islam (Arab-Arab, Arab-
Iran, Arab-Turk, Iran-Turk) or Islam versus minorities, including Christians, 
Yezidis, Chaldeans, Alevis, Jews, etc. 
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Kurds embrace Western values such as gender equality, religious freedom and 
human rights. 

The Kurdish people have continually suffered in the Middle East. 

The Turks, under the Ottomans killed tens of thousands of Kurds in massacres in 
Dersim and Zilan. By the 1990s, more than 3,000 Kurdish villages were destroyed. 
According to Human Rights Watch, 378,335 Kurdish villagers had been displaced 
in Turkey. 

The Kurds have a distinct language and, although Sunni Muslim, they are 
relatively secular. Within areas with majority Kurdish populations live Kurdish 
Jews, Shiites, Christians, and Yezidis. This diversity has shaped a tolerant nature 
within their society. The Kurds push for the separation of religion and state, and 
allow for churches, mosques, synagogues and temples to be built next to one 
another -- a respect for the "other" rarely seen in the Middle East. 

Under the dictatorships in Iraq, Syria, Turkey and Iran, the Kurds are still suffering 
from Arabization, Turkification, and the Iranian tactic of forcible land confiscation. 

The Kurds are no strangers to having their historical territories taken over by such 
regimes; they therefore understand and respect minority rights. The Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) has embraced its Jewish community, and rescued 
over 3,000 Kurdish Yezedis from ISIS when they were trapped on Mount Shingal 
in Mosul. Many Christians and minority communities have even requested they be 
part of the Kurdistan region after the state of Iraq failed them. 

(Image source: Joaoleitao/Wikimedia Commons) 

Kurds have also taken in 300,000 Syrian refugees and 2.3 million internally 
displaced peoples (IDP) from Iraq. The KRG does not distinguish between them as 
Sunni-Shiite or Muslim-Christian, but recognizes them as humans suffering from 
war. This is far different from what we see in Arab nations. Many Gulf states to 
date have not taken in any refugees, despite sharing a common religion. Saudi 
Arabia, home of holy cities of Mecca and Medina, has quietly squelched the 
thought of allowing refugees to seek protection there, even as the Saudi kingdom 
has hundreds of thousands of empty air-conditioned tents available while their own 
Arab brothers are suffering in neighboring states. 
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A similar situation is seen in Qatar, UAE, and Kuwait. 

Iran, according to Human Rights Watch, has sent Afghan refugees to fight in Syria 
by force, under the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), which already 
has violated countless human rights agreements. Peter Bouckaert, Emergencies 
Director at HRW states that, "Iran has not just offered Afghan refugees and 
migrants incentives to fight in Syria, but several said they were threatened with 
deportation back to Afghanistan unless they did." 

Iran imprisons and publicly executes Kurds to this day. 

States such as Jordan and Lebanon are forced to take in refugees largely because 
they share a border with Iraq and Syria; would they if they were not forced? 

Turkey has used the refugee crisis from the Syrian civil war as political leverage 
against the European Union to gain accession into the 28-nation bloc, to receive 
financial aid ($3 billion a year) and to change the demographics of the Kurdish 
regions in the southeast. There are even reports of Erdogan's regime forcing male 
refugees in Turkey to go back into Syria to fight with the Turkish military in 
exchange for aid to their families. 

Women in Kurdish society were not always free. Kurds are predominantly tribal 
and many live in rural mountainous regions. Kurdish women were historically 
victims of honor killings and child marriages. The move away from these practices 
began when Kurdish resistance groups began to form in the wake of Turkey's 
crackdowns during the 1980's military coups. The founder of the Kurdistan 
Workers Party (PKK), Abdullah Ocalan, strongly believes in women's liberation 
and even wrote a book titled Liberating Life: Women's Revolution. Ocalan 
believed that, "A country cannot be free unless women are free." Kurdistan even 
recently hosted the International Conference on Women and Human Rights, where 
it pushed for greater support for women's leadership in the KRG. 

The emphasis on gender rights as well as ethnic and national rights is a form of 
democracy unseen in the Middle East. 

States such as the United Arab Emirates (UAE) appoint women to positions such 
as "Minister of Happiness," which not only belittles women but continues to 
suppress the potential they can provide to society as a whole. 
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In Iraq, Saddam Hussein attacked the Kurds with chemical weapons in 1988. He 
murdered 5,000 civilians and destroyed 4,000 villages. 

Hussein aggressively went after minorities such as the Kurds, despite being Sunni 
Muslims. Between 1988-1991, his regime murdered thousands, effectively 
committing genocide. 

Under Saddam Hussein, thousands of Kurds were forced to leave their homes 
when the Iraqi military destroyed villages and towns. According to Human Rights 
Watch: 

"Arab families were given financial incentives to move north, and the Iraqi 
government embarked on housing construction projects to bring more Arab 
families north in order to change the demographic make-up of the north." 

The Syrian and Turkish regimes have done the same. 

In Syria, Hafez Assad, Bashar Assad's father, cracked down on Sunni majority and 
denied Kurds their right to speak Kurdish or open Kurdish schools. Kurds were 
considered stateless peoples as they were denied Syrian citizenship. Ironically, 
Hafez Assad had ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
in 1969, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights. His son, Bashar, also agreed to the International Covenant on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women in 2003. So much for 
that. 

Turkey is virtually at war with its Kurds and continues to deny rights to effectively 
all minorities. Greeks, Armenians and Alevis are oppressed and removed from their 
historical lands. From the Armenian Genocide to denying the peoplehood of the 
Kurds, Turkish nationalism has been the main cause of instability within the state. 
Founded upon the notion of western-secularism by Mustafa Kamal Ataturk, 
Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has been attempting to reestablish the 
primacy of Islam. Erdogan has labeled the Kurds as separatists and a threat. 

Turkey also apparently fears the success of the Kurds in Syria in their fight against 
ISIS, and their declaration of an autonomous region. Erdogan seems concerned that 
his Kurdish population will call for autonomy, as it has. 
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The Kurds, in 1946, temporarily managed to establish their own independent state 
in northwestern Iran, with the help of the Soviet Union. The Kurdish struggle for 
freedom continues in Rojhalat (east) for the recognition of their identity and 
political rights. During the Iran-Iraq war, Kurds were used by both powers against 
one another as pawns, in order to irritate the other side. Saddam Hussein pushed 
the Kurds in Iran to rise up, and Iran gave arms to the Kurds in Iraq to fight against 
the Ba'athist regime, all while killing their own Kurdish populations. To date, 
Kurds striving to be recognized as a legitimate minority within Iran either 
disappear, are imprisoned, or are publicly executed. 

Many of the Kurds affected by these ruling powers did not want to separate, but 
simply to be able to live a peaceful and stable life; the push for a state was the 
creation of the states themselves, through their oppression of the Kurds. 

Any new state that is established must be willing to live with its neighbor in peace. 
Kurds will need to establish close relations with all the states from which they are 
separating, particularly as Kurdistan will be landlocked. 

The creation of a Kurdish state would above all acknowledge that the Kurds exist 
as a distinct entity, through their language, respect for equal rights, and their 
secular culture. 

With the little stability the Kurds have in northern Iraq since the downfall of 
Saddam Hussein, and the advancement of the Kurds in Rojava within two years 
after pushing back ISIS, they have proven capable of running a state and respecting 
all those within it. The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and the recently-
declared autonomous territory in Rojava (western Syrian-Kurdistan) have been a 
model for all states in the region to follow. 

As liberal as Kurdistan has become in respect to social freedoms, it continues to be 
surrounded by states that lack similar values. The states surrounding Kurdish 
territories, including Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey are currently either failed or 
under oppressive regimes. 

Because Kurds are religiously diverse moderates who prioritize their ethno-
linguistic identity over religion, Kurdistan offers an opportunity for all its citizens 
to look towards an inclusive, pluralistic society where religious freedom is not only 
tolerated, but encouraged. 
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Kurds respect both the Sunnis and the Shiites within their territories and have 
strong ties with the only Jewish state in the Middle East. A Kurdish state has the 
potential to bring amity to an otherwise unstable region. 

What do Syria's Kurds want? 

Kurds make up between 7% and 10% of Syria's population. Before the uprising 
against President Bashar al-Assad began in 2011 most lived in the cities of 
Damascus and Aleppo, and in three, non-contiguous areas around Kobane, Afrin, 
and the north-eastern city of Qamishli. 

Syria's Kurds have long been suppressed and denied basic rights. Some 300,000 
have been denied citizenship since the 1960s, and Kurdish land has been 
confiscated and redistributed to Arabs in an attempt to "Arabize" Kurdish regions. 

When the uprising evolved into a civil war, the main Kurdish parties publicly 
avoided taking sides. In mid-2012, government forces withdrew to concentrate on 
fighting the rebels elsewhere, and Kurdish groups took control in their wake. 

In January 2014, Kurdish parties - including the dominant Democratic Union Party 
(PYD) - declared the creation of "autonomous administrations" in the three 
"cantons" of Afrin, Kobane and Jazira. 

In March 2016, they announced the establishment of a "federal system" that 
included mainly Arab and Turkmen areas captured from IS. 

The declaration was rejected by the Syrian government, the Syrian opposition, 
Turkey and the US. 

The PYD says it is not seeking independence, but insists that any political 
settlement to end the conflict in Syria must include legal guarantees for Kurdish 
rights and recognition of Kurdish autonomy. 

President Assad has vowed to retake "every inch" of Syrian territory, whether by 
negotiations or military force. His government has also rejected Kurdish demands 
for autonomy, saying that "nobody in Syria accepts talk about independent entities 
or federalism". 
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Will Iraq's Kurds gain independence? 

Kurds make up an estimated 15% to 20% of Iraq's population. They have 
historically enjoyed more national rights than Kurds living in neighbouring states, 
but also faced brutal repression. 

In 1946, Mustafa Barzani formed the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) to fight 
for autonomy in Iraq. But it was not until 1961 that he launched a full armed 
struggle. 

In the late 1970s, the government began settling Arabs in areas with Kurdish 
majorities, particularly around the oil-rich city of Kirkuk, and forcibly relocating 
Kurds. 

The policy was accelerated in the 1980s during the Iran-Iraq War, in which the 
Kurds backed the Islamic republic. In 1988, Saddam Hussein unleashed a 
campaign of vengeance on the Kurds that included the chemical attack on Halabja. 

When Iraq was defeated in the 1991 Gulf War, Barzani's son Massoud and Jalal 
Talabani of the rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) led a Kurdish rebellion. 
Its violent suppression prompted the US and its allies to impose a no-fly zone in 
the north that allowed Kurds to enjoy self-rule. The KDP and PUK agreed to share 
power, but tensions rose and a four-year war erupted between them in 1994. 

The parties co-operated with the US-led invasion in 2003 that toppled Saddam and 
governed in coalition in the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), created two 
years later to administer Dohuk, Irbil and Sulaimaniya provinces. 

Massoud Barzani was appointed the region's president, while Jalal Talabani 
became Iraq's first non-Arab head of state. 

In September 2017, a referendum on independence was held in both the Kurdistan 
Region and the disputed areas seized by the Peshmerga in 2014, including Kirkuk. 
The vote was opposed by the Iraqi central government, which insisted it was 
illegal. 
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More than 90% of the 3.3 million people who voted supported secession. KRG 
officials said the result gave them a mandate to start negotiations with Baghdad, 
but then Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi demanded that it be annulled. 

The following month Iraqi pro-government forces retook the disputed territory 
held by the Kurds. The loss of Kirkuk and its oil revenue was a major blow to 
Kurdish aspirations for their own state. 

After his gamble backfired, Mr Barzani stepped down as the Kurdistan Region's 
president. But disagreements between the main parties meant the post remained 
vacant until June 2019, when he was succeeded by his nephew Nechirvan. 

Further Readings: 

• About League of Arab States: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_League 

• Basic History, Geography and References: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Kurdistan 

• Research Binder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/
1oXx5ZCCzsaRbNDWBxWyapoUfCqg_qxI_?usp=sharing 

_____________________________________________________________
_______ 
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